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Introduction

% H ] G D Qavels [nibatedon the Vatinovachill, nearVrhovine in the Lika regionof Croatia
(Malez& 1L N RX9I5I It wasfirst recognizedasa prehistoricsitein 1964 andexcavatedn
1965 (Malez 197980). The site is a graveyard,consistingof skeletalinhumations Skeletons
werepositionedon theground,usuallyin naturalcrevicesor depressionvithin the cave,andnot
buried Tracesof hearths,stoneand woodenstructures burnt animal bonesand pottery were

L

foundat manyplacesn thecave Accordingto Drechler % L &19i@9-80) this pointsto elaborate

funeral ceremoniesin addition, alongsidemany humanremains,animal skeletong/deer,wild O 100 Tl Ot

pigsandotheranimals)wereplaced Excavatorsiotethataround200 skeletonsvereuncovered | (..-f’,; ; r{} ’ | ,-“"- l\

In thecavein atotal of 57 graves 10 of which containedmultiple skeletong5-20). o Kig L W19R 0Choda with E’C""f” F b%tj]c‘{DQM.DbDigFDY)HUVV\{,__\_'* :X\H]
T (adapteironTfrogl KR F20Q5/86).4 Ak T LARGRFVME | TR0SSTR SN

Accordingto Benac(199394), two distinct cultural horizons
arepresenttthesite,anolderone,datingto the BronzeAge
(BrC/D), and a youngerone, dating to te Late Bronze Age
(BrD/HaA). Drechsler % L §19@980) assignsoth horizons

to the proto-llyric period,roughlyto theturn of the secondo
first millenia BC. Radiocarbonanalysisof severalwooden
samplesfrom the site resultedin datesbetweenl1350 and
1100 BC 6O0OLHS&HUL@ BPE380). Thus far only
preliminaryanalyse®r casestudieshavebeenundertakeron
the humanskeletalmaterialfrom the site (Malez1973 1979
80; Malez& 1L NRLOASG3 H U EDPPO3, % R O MIRQLp L U
1997). |

Methodology and results J ..

Skulls of 35 individuals,of which 23 werecomplete weregivento the Institutefor AnthropologicalResearcHor analysis Basedon morphologicalcharacteristicanddetails,sex,age,
anddataon pathologiedhavebeenobtainedusingmethodologyof BuikstraandUbelaker(1994), Maples(19869 andOrtner(2008. Basedon the results,the analyzeagsampleconsistsof
10femalesand10 males,oneprobableemaleandfour probablemales,sevenolderchildrenandtwo adolescentdn addition,oneadultskull couldnot be sexed

;

-

Six adult skulls showblunt force trauma(five antemortenand one perimorten). Further,onefemaleadult skull
showssignsof healedtrepanatioron the frontal bone Antemorteminjuries arepresenon the craniumof a male
between40 and 60 yearsat death(BzV-22a), craniumof an older female(over 50 yearsof ageat death)(BzV-
27a), craniumof afemaleagedbetweem0 and50 yearsat death(BzV-28a), craniumof a maleagedbetweemO
and 50 yearsat death (BzV-34a), and on the cranium of a youngermale (18-25 years)(BzV-X). The only
perimortemtraumais presenon the craniumof anadultmale(BzV-11a). This is a massiveblunt force traumaof
Irregularcircularshapdocatedon theright parietalbone An interestingcaseof a healedirepanatiorwasrecorded
onthefrontal boneof ayoungfemaleagedbetweern?0 and30 yearsatdeath(BzV-39a).

Figy 6. Antemorte métraumaon BzV 22 skulll Figh7: Antemortem traumaion BzV X skull

% H ] G D QaveLs bhie largestsingle Bronze Age burial site
thusfar discoveredn Croatia Anthropologicalmaterialyet
has to be studied in extensis,and as the site has been
excavatedn the 1965 newfield work is alsowarranted

Currently,the detailedanthropologicaktudyof the sampleis
In progressand 37 samplesfrom skulls and dentition have
been taken for Ancient DNA (aDNA) analysis of the
completegenomehatis in progress

Amongthechallengedor futureresearclrarethe morphology
of the site (vertical entranceopeningthat requiresdescend
using speleologicaltechnigues),and location in the region

wheretherearestill land minesleft from the 19909 War.

Fig. 8: Perime@rtém*ratma on BzV 11aSkull F1g¢ 93Healed trepanation on BzV,39a skull

References

Benac,A., 199394. Napomenaiz problematikuprahistorijskenekropoleu % H ] G D @jésmkp$ U K H R OMRIZefaR dagrebu 3s (XXV-XXVII) :21-24. % R a\L.,i2005 - R& % H ] G D@ dVRtindvcem Subterrane&roaticas:36-43

% R O M X Q99L Anomalijenagornjim ljuskamazatiljnih kostijudviju EUR Q p D Q R RMIAdakdizZKa S L @ M H5 D kbt¥MohoWwnau Lici. RadHAZU 458131-142 % R O M X Q99L Analizazatiljne kosti populacijeljudi iz
EURQpD QRKORAeQ H S L% M LG D (piMddsad) Prilozi Instituta za arheologijuu Zagrebul11/12:151-163 Buikstra, JE. & Ubelaker D.H. 1994 Standarddor Data Collection from Human SkeletalRemains Arkansas
ArchaeologicalSurvey,Fayetteville Drechsler % L aR.,i197980. Nekropola E U R Q pdob@ur S H Ui BeHL] G D kpdMehpiina Viesnik $ U K H R OMRi2gjaR dagrebu,3s (XI1-XIIl) :27-32. Malez,M. & 1L NRW1975 3IDWROJR &N
pojavanaprethistorijskojp R Y M Hiahiz M8 H i 1963H G D QINeD Ratl JAZU, 371:171-179. Malez, M., 1973 Prvi ljudi nateritoriju Like. In: * X & IBi(ed) Lika u S U R aiOVRD/G\DLA QAMERj®MIW/ Q D X psRURAR GU abaQ R J
Plitvicamal4, 15. 1 16. novembral971 godineu povoducentralneproslave30- J R G L a3tehkdn&rodaHrvatskeu Srbu Historijski Arhiv u Karlovcu, Karlovac Pp.121-130 Malez,M., 197980. 3 H U L9%QHD] G D kKpW\DHolnali
njezinakvartarnafauna Vjesnik $ U K H R OMRuadyaR Zagrebu,3s (XII -XIII) :1-26. Malinar, M., 1998 % UR Q p D QoRabi& B Q L @ M DG D Qmd\D im&terijali interpretacija OpusculaArchaeologica22:141-162 Maples,W.R.

1986 In: Reichs K.J. (ed): ForensicOsteology Advancesn the Identificationof HumanRemains CC Thomas,Springfield 218228 Ortnet D. 2008 In: Kimmerle, E. & BaraybayJ. (ed9: SkeletalTrauma Identificationof Injuries
Resultingfrom HumanRights Abuseand Armed Conflict. CRC PressBocaRaton 2187. 3 H U,IED109293. Morphologicalcharacteristic®f humanlower jaws of the Eneolithic populationof the % H | G D Qave(Cpdatia) Rad

HAZU 46381-90. 6 OL H SA.RYAUWGIR (97380. 2 G U H y Lsvab Qi dtakadrvetai sigeiz spilje % H] G D.Yjesbikb $HU K H R OVRizZeMR dagrebu 3s (XII -XIII) :79-85.

Acknowledgements Theanalysepresentedverefundedby CroatianScience~oundationGrantno. IP-201606-1450.




