
�&�U�D�Q�L�D�O���L�Q�M�X�U�L�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���%�U�R�Q�]�H���$�J�H���V�D�P�S�O�H���I�U�R�P���%�H�]�G�D�Q�M�D�þ�D���F�D�Y�H�����&�U�R�D�W�L�D
�,�Y�R�U���-�D�Q�N�R�Y�L�ü���	���0�D�U�L�R���1�R�Y�D�N�����,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���I�R�U��Anthropological Research, Zagreb, Croatia.

Introduction

�%�H�]�G�D�Q�M�D�þ�Dcaveis locatedon the Vatinovachill, nearVrhovine in the Lika regionof Croatia
(Malez& �1�L�N�R�O�L�ü��1975). It wasfirst recognizedasa prehistoricsite in 1964, andexcavatedin
1965 (Malez 1979-80). The site is a graveyard,consistingof skeletalinhumations. Skeletons
werepositionedon theground,usuallyin naturalcrevicesor depressionwithin thecave,andnot
buried. Tracesof hearths,stoneand woodenstructures,burnt animal bonesand pottery were
foundatmanyplacesin thecave. Accordingto Drechler-�%�L�å�L�ü(1979-80) this pointsto elaborate
funeral ceremonies. In addition,alongsidemanyhumanremains,animalskeletons(deer,wild
pigsandotheranimals)wereplaced. Excavatorsnotethataround200skeletonswereuncovered
in thecavein a totalof 57graves,10 of which containedmultipleskeletons(5-20).

Accordingto Benac(1993-94), two distinctculturalhorizons
arepresentat thesite,anolderone,datingto theBronzeAge
(BrC/D), and a youngerone, dating to te Late BronzeAge
(BrD/HaA). Drechsler-�%�L�å�L�ü(1979-80) assignsbothhorizons
to theproto-Ilyric period,roughlyto theturn of thesecondto
first millenia BC. Radiocarbonanalysisof severalwooden
samplesfrom the site resultedin datesbetween1350 and
1100 BC ���6�O�L�H�S�þ�H�Y�L�ü& �6�U�G�R�þ1979-80). Thus far only
preliminaryanalysesor casestudieshavebeenundertakenon
thehumanskeletalmaterialfrom thesite(Malez1973; 1979-
80; Malez& �1�L�N�R�O�L�ü1975; �3�H�U�F�D�þ1992-93; �%�R�O�M�X�Q�þ�L�ü1991;
1997).
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Six adult skulls showblunt force trauma(five antemortemandoneperimortem). Further,onefemaleadult skull
showssignsof healedtrepanationon thefrontal bone. Antemorteminjuriesarepresenton thecraniumof a male
between40 and60 yearsat death(BzV-22a), craniumof an older female(over 50 yearsof ageat death)(BzV-
27a), craniumof a femaleagedbetween40 and50 yearsat death(BzV-28a), craniumof a maleagedbetween40
and 50 yearsat death (BzV-34a), and on the cranium of a youngermale (18-25 years) (BzV-X). The only
perimortemtraumais presenton thecraniumof anadultmale(BzV-11a). This is a massiveblunt force traumaof
irregularcircularshapelocatedon theright parietalbone. An interestingcaseof a healedtrepanationwasrecorded
on thefrontal boneof a youngfemaleagedbetween20 and30yearsatdeath(BzV-39a).

Fig. 1: Map of Croatia with location of  �%�H�]�G�D�Q�M�D�þ�D���F�D�Y�H��

(adapted from from �%�R�å�L�ü����2005:36)
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���D�G�D�S�W�H�G���I�U�R�P���%�R�å�L�ü, 2005:37)

�%�H�]�G�D�Q�M�D�þ�Dcaveis the largestsingleBronzeAge burial site
thus far discoveredin Croatia. Anthropologicalmaterialyet
has to be studied in extensis,and as the site has been
excavatedin the1965, newfield work is alsowarranted.

Currently,thedetailedanthropologicalstudyof thesampleis
in progress,and 37 samplesfrom skulls and dentition have
been taken for Ancient DNA (aDNA) analysis of the
completegenomethatis in progress.

Amongthechallengesfor futureresearcharethemorphology
of the site (vertical entranceopeningthat requiresdescend
using speleologicaltechniques),and location in the region
wheretherearestill landminesleft from the1990�¶�Vwar.

Methodologyand results
Skullsof 35 individuals,of which 23 werecomplete,weregiven to the Institutefor AnthropologicalResearchfor analysis. Basedon morphologicalcharacteristicsanddetails,sex,age,
anddataon pathologieshavebeenobtainedusingmethodologyof BuikstraandUbelaker(1994), Maples(1986) andOrtner(2008). Basedon theresults,theanalyzedsampleconsistsof
10 femalesand10males,oneprobablefemaleandfour probablemales,sevenolderchildrenandtwo adolescents. In addition,oneadultskull couldnotbesexed.

Fig. 6: Antemortem trauma on BzV 22 skull Fig. 7: Antemortem trauma on BzV X skull

Fig. 8: Perimortem trauma on BzV 11a skull Fig. 9: Healed trepanation on BzV 39a skull


